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Dassault Aviation and cortAIx sign a strategic partnership for a 
sovereign AI serving the air combat of the future 

 
 

(Meudon – Saint Cloud, 25/11/2025) - Dassault Aviation and Thales, through cortAIx, its artificial intelligence 
(AI) accelerator, have entered into a strategic partnership for the development of controlled and supervised AI 
for defence aeronautics. This partnership was signed on 18 November by Eric Trappier, Chairman & CEO of 
Dassault Aviation, and Patrice Caine, Chairman & CEO of Thales. The announcement was made on Tuesday 25 
November at the Grand Palais in Paris, during the International Adopt AI Summit organised under the patronage 
of the French President.  
  
Dassault Aviation, an architect of collaborative air combat systems, and cortAIx, Thales’ trusted AI accelerator, 
are teaming up to develop sovereign AI solutions. These cover the functions for manned and unmanned aircraft, 
for observation, situation analysis, decision-making, planning and control during military operations. 
 
"This partnership is reflected in research and innovation programmes dedicated to the collaborative air combat 
of the future, with a view to incorporating AI into aeronautical defence systems. It is the culmination of strategic 
discussions launched by Dassault Aviation and Thales’ AI accelerator, cortAIx, and illustrates our shared commit-
ment to trusted, sovereign and controlled artificial intelligence for the armed forces," says Pascale Lohat, Chief 
Technical Officer at Dassault Aviation. 
 
Dassault Aviation and cortAIx are developing a lasting cooperation with a high-level, global ecosystem. Their 
work is carried out in accordance with national and European ethical principles and regulations (AI Act).  
 
"cortAIx will bring to this strategic partnership with Dassault Aviation the best of Thales’ technological heritage, 
enriched by decades of military experience, combined with the agility and dynamics of a powerful innovation 
accelerator. Present in France, the United Kingdom, Canada, Singapore and soon in the United Arab Emirates, 
cortAIx relies on recognised technological partners to transform AI advances into concrete levers of sovereignty 
and efficiency," says Mickael Brossard, Vice-President of cortAIx Factory, Thales. 
 
This partnership was presented on 25 November to the guests of the Adopt AI event, via a large-scale illustration 
of the ambitions of the research and innovation programmes and initiatives currently supported by the Euro-
pean Defence Fund. Dassault Aviation and Thales, through cortAIx, presented their strategy for a controlled, 
supervised, sovereign, secure and trustworthy AI in the service of humanity, in front of an audience of repre-
sentatives from the main French and European institutional, academic and economic bodies participating in the 
event. 
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ABOUT DASSAULT AVIATION 

 
With over 10,000 military and civil aircraft delivered in more than 90 countries over the last century, Dassault Aviation has 
built up expertise recognized worldwide in the design, production, sale and support of all types of aircraft, ranging from the 
Rafale fighter, to the high-end Falcon family of business jets, military drones and space systems. In 2024, Dassault Aviation 
reported revenues of €6.2 billion. The company has 14,600 employees. 
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Corporate communications   

Stéphane Fort +33 (0)1 47 11 86 90 - stephane.fort@dassault-aviation.com  
Mathieu Durand +33 (0)1 47 11 85 88 - mathieu.durand@dassault-aviation.com  

 
HD Photos: mediaprophoto.dassault-aviation.com 
HD Videos: mediaprovideo.dassault-aviation.com 

 
 
 
ABOUT THALES  

 
Thales (Euronext Paris: HO) is a global leader in advanced technologies in advanced for the Defence, Aerospace and Cyber 
& Digital sectors. Its portfolio of innovative products and services addresses several major challenges: sovereignty, security, 
sustainability and inclusion. 
The Group invests more than €4 billion per year in Research & Development in key areas, particularly for critical environments, 
such as Artificial Intelligence, cybersecurity, quantum and cloud technologies. 
Thales has more than 83,000 employees in 68 countries. In 2024, the Group generated sales of €20.6 billion. 
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Media relations, Thales 

Marion Bonnet +33 (0)6 60 38 48 92 - marion.bonnet@thalesgroup.com  

 

Recent images of Thales and its activities in the fields of Defence, Aerospace and Cyber & Digital are available in the Thales 

Media Library. For any specific request, please contact the Media Relations team. 

Visit the Thales website: Thales Group 
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