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MEDIA & INVESTOR RELEASE  

 
Novartis bolsters late-stage cardiovascular pipeline 
with agreement to acquire Anthos Therapeutics for 
USD 925 million upfront 
  
• Anthos Therapeutics is a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company developing 

abelacimab, a potential first-in-class monoclonal antibody targeting the FXI 
inhibition pathway 
 

• Abelacimab is currently in Phase 3 development, with the lead indication for 
prevention of stroke and systemic embolism in patients with atrial fibrillation 
 

• Acquisition adds a late-stage asset and is aligned with Novartis strategic focus, 
strength and expertise in the cardiovascular therapeutic area 

 
• Transaction expected to close in the first half of 2025, subject to customary closing 

conditions  
 
Basel, February 11, 2025 – Novartis today announced that it has entered into an agreement 
to acquire Anthos Therapeutics, Inc., a Boston-based, privately held, clinical-stage 
biopharmaceutical company with abelacimab, a late-stage medicine in development for the 
prevention of stroke and systemic embolism in patients with atrial fibrillation. The transaction, 
which is subject to customary closing conditions, is fully in line with Novartis’ growth strategy 
and therapeutic area focus, leveraging the company’s strength and expertise in the 
cardiovascular area. 
 
Anthos Therapeutics, launched by Blackstone Life Sciences and Novartis in 2019, has 
advanced abelacimab through clinical development under a license from Novartis. 
Abelacimab is a novel, highly selective, fully human monoclonal antibody designed to induce 
effective hemostasis-sparing anticoagulation through Factor XI inhibition. Phase 2 data 
showed a significant reduction in bleeding events in patients taking abelacimab versus a 
standard of care direct-oral anticoagulant in patients with atrial fibrillation (AZALEA1,2). Three 
Phase 3 clinical trials are ongoing for patients at risk of arterial and venous clots, one in 
patients with atrial fibrillation (LILAC-TIMI 763) and two in cancer associated thrombosis 
(ASTER4) and (MAGNOLIA5). 
 
“We are excited to join forces to advance the development of abelacimab, a potential first-in-
class treatment and safer approach for stroke prevention in atrial fibrillation as well as cancer-
associated thrombosis,” said Shreeram Aradhye, M.D., President, Development and Chief 
Medical Officer, Novartis. “Welcoming Anthos Therapeutics strengthens our focus in the 
cardiovascular space and complements our portfolio of life-changing treatments, 
comprehensive clinical programs, and strategic collaborations that help thousands of patients 
with heart disease around the world.” 
 
In July 2022 abelacimab received a Fast Track Designation from the FDA for the treatment of 
thrombosis associated with cancer. In September 2022 abelacimab was also granted a Fast 



 
 
Track Designation for the prevention of stroke and systemic embolism in patients with atrial 
fibrillation. 
 
“Abelacimab is a potential first-in-class medicine, which promises to be an effective and safer 
approach to preventing thrombosis and stroke than the current standards of care.” said David 
Soergel, M.D., Global Head, Cardiovascular, Renal and Metabolism Development Unit, 
Novartis. “We are proud that this medicine originated at Novartis and have been impressed 
with the Anthos Therapeutics team’s expertise and dedication and with the great progress 
they have made on the program. Now is the right time to bring abelacimab back into the 
Novartis CRM pipeline.” 
 
Transaction Details 
Under the terms of the agreement, Novartis will make an upfront payment of USD 925 million 
upon closing of the transaction, subject to certain customary adjustments, and potential 
additional payments of up to USD 2.15 billion upon achievement of specified regulatory and 
sales milestones. The transaction is expected to close in the first half of 2025, subject to 
satisfaction of customary closing conditions. 
 
 About Abelacimab 
Abelacimab is a novel, investigational, highly selective, fully human monoclonal antibody that 
binds tightly to Factor XI to block its activation and prevent the generation of the activated 
form (Factor XIa). This mimics natural Factor XI deficiency, which is associated with protection 
from thromboembolic disease. 
 
Disclaimer 
This press release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the United 
States Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Forward-looking statements can 
generally be identified by words such as “potential,” “can,” “will,” “plan,” “may,” “could,” 
“would,” “expect,” “anticipate,” “look forward,” “believe,” “committed,” “investigational,” 
“pipeline,” “launch,” or similar terms, or by express or implied discussions regarding potential 
marketing approvals, new indications or labeling for abelacimab, the acquisition of Anthos 
Therapeutics, Inc., or regarding potential future revenues from abelacimab. You should not 
place undue reliance on these statements. Such forward-looking statements are based on our 
current beliefs and expectations regarding future events, and are subject to significant known 
and unknown risks and uncertainties. Should one or more of these risks or uncertainties 
materialize, or should underlying assumptions prove incorrect, actual results may vary 
materially from those set forth in the forward-looking statements. There can be no guarantee 
that abelacimab will be submitted or approved for sale or for any additional indications or 
labeling in any market, or at any particular time. Neither can there be any guarantee that the 
expected benefits or synergies from this transaction will be achieved in the expected 
timeframe, or at all, nor can there be any guarantee that abelacimab will be commercially 
successful in the future. In particular, our expectations regarding abelacimab or the 
transaction described in this press release could be affected by, among other things, the 
satisfaction of customary closing conditions including regulatory approvals, the uncertainties 
inherent in research and development, including clinical trial results and additional analysis of 
existing clinical data; regulatory actions or delays or government regulation generally; global 
trends toward health care cost containment, including government, payor and general public 
pricing and reimbursement pressures and requirements for increased pricing transparency; 
our ability to obtain or maintain proprietary intellectual property protection; the particular 
prescribing preferences of physicians and patients; general political, economic and business 
conditions, including the effects of and efforts to mitigate pandemic diseases; safety, quality, 
data integrity or manufacturing issues; potential or actual data security and data privacy 
breaches, or disruptions of our information technology systems, and other risks and factors 
referred to in Novartis AG’s current Form 20-F on file with the US Securities and Exchange 
Commission. Novartis is providing the information in this press release as of this date and 
does not undertake any obligation to update any forward-looking statements contained in this 
press release as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. 
 



 
 
About Novartis  
Novartis is an innovative medicines company. Every day, we work to reimagine medicine to 
improve and extend people’s lives so that patients, healthcare professionals and societies are 
empowered in the face of serious disease. Our medicines reach more than 250 million people 
worldwide. 
 
Reimagine medicine with us: Visit us at https://www.novartis.com and connect with us on 
LinkedIn, Facebook, X/Twitter and Instagram. 
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