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Ny industrialliance skal styrke nordisk konkurrenceevne 

Nordic Compass – The Nordic Round Table for Industry samler en række af de største nordiske og danske 
industriaktører for at implementere og skalere konkrete initiativer inden for kapitalmarkeder, deep tech, forsvar 
og energi. Ambitionen er at styrke nordisk og europæisk konkurrenceevne og robusthed. 

I dag lanceres Nordic Compass – en ny fællesnordisk alliance, bestående af førende nordiske virksomheder, 
fonde og organisationer, herunder danske aktører som Novo Nordisk Fonden, Chr. Augustinus Fabrikker, 
Danfoss og Ørsted. Ambitionen er at omsætte nordiske industrielle styrkepositioner til konkrete resultater 
gennem koordineret offentligt-privat samarbejde. De første resultater vil blive præsenteret på Nordic 
Compass Summit i november i Göteborg, Sverige. 

Nordic Compass’ bestyrelse samler ledende profiler fra hele Norden, herunder Lars Rebien Sørensen fra 
Danmark. Forhenværende statsminister i Finland, Jyrki Katainen, og norsk erhvervskvinde, Kristin Skogen 
Lund, er formænd. Bestyrelsen består desuden af Øyvind Eriksen (Norge), Ásta Fjeldsted (Island), Antti Herlin 
(Finland) og Jacob Wallenberg (Sverige) samt Christian Frigast og Henrik Skovby som også er 
generalsekretærer. 

“Forskning i verdensklasse og teknologisk kapacitet er afgørende konkurrencefordele for Norden. Ved at samle 
kapital, forskning og virksomheder på tværs af landegrænser kan vi styrke vores fælles evne til at udvikle og 
implementere løsninger i stor skala. De nordiske lande er bygget på sammenlignelige institutioner, værdier og 
samfundsmodeller, hvilket gør det muligt for os både at samarbejde tættere og mere effektivt. Samtidig 
positionerer det Norden som et troværdigt forbillede for andre regioner i Europa,” udtaler Lars Rebien 
Sørensen, medlem af Nordic Compass Board og bestyrelsesformand for Novo Nordisk Fonden. 
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Samlet set er Norden blandt verdens største økonomier, men samarbejdet på tværs af regionen bliver langt fra 
udnyttet godt nok. CEO i EY, Jan C. Olsen, udtaler: “Virksomhederne står i dag i en virkelighed, der er mange 
gange mere kompleks og uforudsigelig, end nogen af os kunne forudsige for bare nogle få år siden. 
Beslutninger om investeringer, teknologi, bæredygtighed og valget af nye markeder bliver i dag truffet på et 
bagtæppe af usikkerhed, som gør det svært for virksomheder at sætte kursen. Med Nordic Compass stopper 
vi ikke ved analyser og anbefalinger. Vi kommer til at pege på konkrete initiativer med reel effekt for 
virksomhedernes konkurrenceevne og robusthed – og vi samler både erhvervsliv og politikere om at få dem 
gennemført. Det handler om færre rapporter og flere beslutninger: fælles nordiske løsninger inden for 
kapitalmarkeder, deep tech, forsvar og energi, som kan skaleres hurtigt og skabe målbar værdi.” 

”Norden er hjemsted for nogle af verdens stærkeste virksomheder, mest ansvarlige investorer og tradition for 
tæt politisk samarbejde. Nordic Compass skal styrke nordisk konkurrenceevne og dermed den 
velfærdsmodel, der gør Norden unik. Med tættere samarbejde om industri og investeringer kan vi løfte et 
endnu større samfundsansvar – sammen,” siger Christian Frigast, bestyrelsesmedlem i Nordic Compass og 
bestyrelsesformand for Erhvervslivets Tænketank. 

I løbet af det første år vil arbejdet i Nordic Compass fokusere på fire strategiske områder. Inden for hvert 
område identificeres virksomhedsdrevne initiativer, som kan skaleres og implementeres gennem nordisk 
samarbejde. 

Nordic Compass samler mere end 25 førende nordiske virksomheder, fonde og organisationer, som bidrager 
til initiativet i forskellig kapacitet*, herunder Aker ASA, Aker Solutions, Alfa Laval, atNorth, Carl Bennet AB, Chr. 
Augustinus Fabrikker, Danfoss, Embla Medical, EQT, Ericsson, EY, The Finnish Innovation Fund Sitra, KONE, 
Kromann Reumert, McKinsey & Company, Nasdaq Nordic, Nokia, Nordea, Nordic Innovation, Novo Nordisk 
Foundation, Nscale, Saab, SEB, Vattenfall, Wallenberg Investments og Ørsted. Dalberg og Erhvervslivets 
Tænketank er stiftere af initiativet og varetager den daglige drift. 
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Et Nordic Advisory Board bidrager med nationale perspektiver med otte repræsentanter fra de nordiske lande, 
herunder Claus Jensen fra Danmark, og generalsekretær Karen Ellemann, Nordisk Ministerråd.  

“Den nordiske model har vist, at konkurrenceevne og stærke arbejdsmarkeder kan gå hånd i hånd. I en mere 
usikker global virkelighed er der behov for at styrke denne model gennem tættere nordisk samarbejde. Nordic 
Compass skaber en mulighed for at sammentænke industriel udvikling, kompetencer og innovation på en 
måde, der styrker hele regionen” udtaler Claus Jensen, medlem af Nordic Advisory Board samt 
forbundsformand for Dansk Metal og formand for CO-industri. 

Nordic Compass vil desuden samarbejde med erhvervs- og interesseorganisationer - herunder Dansk Industri 
som associeret partner i Danmark - og øvrige aktører på tværs af Norden for at sikre forankring, koordination og 
komplementaritet. 

*Den fulde liste findes på hjemmesiden www.nordiccompass.org. 

For yderligere information kontakt:

info@nordiccompass.org / 

Kirstine Bukhave (Erhvervslivets Tænketank) på tlf. + 45 3165 6614 eller 
Hanna Cleaver (Dalberg) på tlf. +45 2624 2180.
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Appendix: Quotes from the Nordic Compass board and Nordic Advisory Board 

Antti Herlin – Finland, Nordic Compass Board Member 

Chair of the Board of Directors of KONE Corporation  

“Finland and the Nordic region have world-class industrial and technological capabilities, but to compete 
globally we need stronger coordination in our policies. With this initiative, business leaders across the entire 
region will work together with governments to enhance our joint competitiveness and resilience, transforming 
Nordic strengths into concrete initiatives in critical areas.” 

Ásta Fjeldsted – Iceland, Nordic Compass Board Member 

CEO of Festi hf. 

“Iceland’s experience shows how small economies can move quickly when industry, government, and 
innovators work together. Nordic Compass brings that spirit of collaboration to the regional level, helping 
ensure that the Nordics remain a leading hub for sustainable industries, digital innovation, and responsible 
business.” 

Christian Frigast – Denmark, Nordic Compass Board, Secretary-General 

Chair of the Board, Entreprise Think Tank  

“The Nordic region is home to some of the world’s strongest companies, most responsible investors, as well 
as a long tradition of close political cooperation. Nordic Compass is designed to strengthen Nordic 
competitiveness and sustain the welfare model that makes this region unique. By working more closely 
together on industry and investment, we can take on an even greater shared responsibility — together”. 
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Claus Jensen – Denmark, Nordic Advisory Board Member 

President of the Central Organisation of Industrial Employees in Denmark and Danish Metalworkers' Union

  
“The Nordic model has shown that competitiveness and strong labour markets can go hand in hand. In a 
more uncertain global environment, we need to reinforce this model through closer regional cooperation. 
Nordic Compass creates an opportunity to align industrial development, skills, and innovation in a way that 
strengthens the entire region.” 

Jacob Wallenberg – Sweden, Nordic Compass Board Member 

Chair of the Board, Investor AB, Vice Chair of the Board, Wallenberg Investments AB 

“Nordic Compass is a response to the need to boost our economies. As the Nordic countries are 
home to some of the world's most innovative companies, we have the potential to make better use 
of our strengths and create stronger economic growth together. I believe more structured Nordic 
collaboration can also inspire and be an important component in strengthening competitiveness in 
Europe at large."  

Karen Ellemann – Nordic Council of Ministers, Nordic Advisory Board Member 

Secretary General, Nordic Council of Ministers 

“In a more fragmented and uncertain world, the Nordics cannot afford to act as eight separate 
markets. Our competitiveness and resilience depend on our ability to align faster, invest smarter, and 
operate more as one region at home and internationally. I welcome the Nordic Compass initiative 
and the kind of closer cooperation it represents, and we need to turn our shared Nordic strengths 
into lasting strategic advantage.”  
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Lars Rebien Sørensen – Denmark, Nordic Compass Board Member 

Chair of the Board of Directors of Novo Nordisk Foundation 

“As Chairman of the Novo Nordisk Foundation, Lars Rebien Sørensen said: “Scientific excellence and 
technological capability are defining advantages for the Nordics. Aligning capital, research, and industry 
across borders strengthens our capacity to develop and deploy solutions at scale. The Nordic countries share 
similar institutions, values, and societal models, enabling us to move faster together and positioning the 
Nordics as a credible inspiration for other regions across Europe.” 

Lars Sandahl Sørensen – Denmark, Associated Partner 

CEO of Danish Industry 

”Nordic competitiveness is vital for our companies and for our shared position in Europe and globally. Nordic 
companies offer unique solutions to future challenges, and by acting together we can scale these strengths 
and set standards beyond our region. But this requires deliberate action. Without a strong, coordinated Nordic 
effort, we will fall behind in global competition. Initiatives like Nordic Compass are therefore essential to turn 
ambition into concrete progress and keep the Nordic region relevant and competitive.” 

Maliina Abelsen – Greenland, Nordic Advisory Board Member 

Professional Board Member, Former Minister of Finance and former chair of Royal Greenland. 

“The future of the Nordic region is closely connected to developments in the Arctic. Greenland brings 
important perspectives on sustainable resource development, resilience, and regional cooperation. Through 
Nordic Compass, we have an opportunity to ensure that Arctic voices are part of shaping the region’s 
economic and strategic future.” 
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Mats Löfström – Åland, Nordic Advisory Board Member 

Member of the Finnish Parliament 

“The Nordic region has long demonstrated how cross-border cooperation can create stability and prosperity. 
Nordic Compass builds on this tradition by strengthening collaboration between industry and policymakers, 
helping ensure that the region continues to lead in competitiveness, sustainability, and open cooperation.” 

Turið F. Arge – Faroe Islands, Nordic Advisory Board Member 

CEO of Føroya Banki (Bankivik in Greenland) 

“The Faroe Islands show how small, outward-looking economies can thrive through innovation, strong 
industries, and international collaboration. Nordic Compass creates an important platform for connecting 
these experiences with the broader Nordic ecosystem and ensuring that the whole region contributes to 
shaping our shared economic future.” 

Øyvind Eriksen – Norway, Nordic Compass Board Member 

CEO of Aker ASA 

“The Nordic countries have built some of the world’s strongest companies and most trusted institutions. But 
the challenges we face today, from geopolitical shifts to technological transformation, require deeper regional 
cooperation. Nordic Compass is an initiative driven by leading Nordic companies, providing a practical 
alliance for aligning business leadership around solutions that strengthen the region’s competitiveness and 
resilience.” 
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