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Press conference on Human Rights Violations in the
Intercountry Adoption Process

Truth and Reconciliation Commission(TRC), Investigation Division 7

] Qverview
O Date : 2025. 3. 26.(Wed) 10:00
O Location : Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Main Conference
Room 6F

O Attendees : 60 people

- Commission : Chairpersor, <irz Comumissioner, Director General,
Head of Investigaiion Bureau 2, Chief of Investigation
Division 7 etc.

- Journalist : 40 key foreign journalists

- Applicant : 20 people

O Main Contents : Announcement of Truth-Finding Decision on Human

Rights Violations in the Intercountry Adoption Process

] Event Schedule

Time Content Presenter
Host
10:00~10:05 Introduction Director of
External Affairs
Chairperson
10:05~10:15 Press Statement Sun Young, Park
Applicants
10:15~10:30 Statements from Applicants Peter Mgller, Boon
Young Han, Yuri Kim
) Head of Investigation
10:30~10:45 Announcement of Investigation Results Bureau 2
Young Hoon, Jung
) . Standing Commissioner
10:45~11:00 | Q&A Session Sang Hoon, Lee
e
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Press
Right Conference on the Decislon to Investigate Human

S
Violations in the Intercountry Adoption Process

Chair er .
Person: Park Sun-Young, The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (2025. 3. 25)

[ Opening Remarks )

Good mornj
orning. | . i
CorrlmiSSion_g am Sun-young Park, Chairperson of the Truth and Reconciliation
Over sev
ent )
their pf:lrentsy\;?;ae afls ago, amidst the devastation of war, countless orphans who had lost
ndered the streets. Thanks to the assistance of war veterans and

missionaries, on, .
has exceedog 143’%}6 {()).ne, these children began to be sent abroad. Today, that number

Thro '

seriosglzz(imlt ﬂ_lls process, numerous legal and policy shortcomings emerged, leading to

o olations of .the rights of adoptees, their biological parents- particularly birth
ers- and others involved. These violations should never have occurred.

Additionally, some i ing i

" zx‘ox‘:aﬁi ,f: fomc,.adoptwe parents were found to be unfit, resulting in cases where
Eﬁp ees had to wait as long as six years before their adoption was legally finalized

afier amving i their adoptive country.

While many adoptees were fortunate to grow up in loving families, others suffered
great hardship and trauma due to flawed adoption processes. Even today, many
continue to face challenges. ’

Today, we are honored to be joined by adoptees from as far as Northern Europe, the
United States, and Australia etc.

South Korean adoptees have been sent to 15 countries worldwide. These are, for the
most part, nations that supported_ South Korea during the Korean War. However
many adoptees encountered significant difficulties while growing up in these ,

countries.

Despite the pain of having to recall and testify about their traumatic experiences
adoptees have bravely come forward to seek the truth and to testify before our ,

Commission. We deeply appreciate your courage.

extend my gra’fimde to the members of the press for your dedicated
efforts in informing t.he public fmd uphol'dm'g the people’s right to know. Your keen
interest and unwavering corpnutment to justice are invaluable, particularly as we take
this critical step in confronting our past.

ze for the limited space, which may make it difficult for camera crews t
their work. Nonetheless, I am sincerely grateful for your presence 0

I also want to

1 apologi
carry out
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[ Progress and Backaground ]

Looking back, the history of adoption is deeply intertwined with the history of
humankind itself, transcending both Eastern and Western societies.

However, lf':gal frameworks governing adoption were only established in the min-20t
century. This was for too late compared to the timeline of legal recognition for
fundamental human rights and freedoms.

In many Eastern societies, children were historically not regarded as independent
individuals but rather as dependents belonging to their parents.

In South Korea, where blood ties are deeply valued-embodied in the belief that “blood
is thicker than water”-domestic adoption has remained extremely rare. Even today, this
remains largely unchanged.

Furthermore, following the devastation of the Korean Warm South Korea became one
of the poorest nations in the world. From an economic perspective, intercountry
adoption was actively encouraged as a solntion.

This “active” approach, combined with ¥ores’s notorious “Hurry Hurry” culture,
resulted in poorly developed legal frameworks and rushed administrative procedures.
Shockingly, even after South Korea became an economically prosperous nation in the
1990s, intercountry adoptions continued. The children bore the full brunt of the
consequences.

As a journalist, I once investigated these issues with deep anger and frustration. Now,
standing here today, I find it deeply distressing that I must announce findings that
remain largely unchanged.

This is a shameful part of our history.

Of the 140,000 adoptees sent overseas, a total of 367 individuals from 11 countries-
including the United States, France, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, the Netherlands,
Belgium, Germany, Australia, Canada, and Luxembourg-have officially filed petitions
requesting our Commission to investigate and reveal the truth.

Due to the sheer volume of cases, we will be announcing only around g(cases today.
We ask for your understanding in this regard.
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As Chairperson, I sincerely hope that today’s conference is not merely an occasion to
expose past wounds but instead marks the beginning of a collective effort.

We must come together-adoptive countries and adoptees alike-to address the identity
crises many adoptees face, to provide educational and employment opportunities, and
to take meaningful steps to heal their pain.

Once again, I extend my deepest gratitude to all the applicants(petitioners) who have
traveled from afar to be here today.

I also want to express my heartfelt appreciation to the domestic and international
journalists who have taken the time to cover this event, despite the complexities of the
current political landscape.

Lastly, to our dedicated investigators and staff who have worked tirelessly for over 25
months to compile these reports-thani vou for your unwavering commitment.

May our collective efforts and sincerity reach the heavens.
Thank you.
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(04554) 2025.3.26.(Wed) 11:00 | Info.
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rising> (51727) 2 0 Square 5~6F,173 Toegye-ro, Jung District, Seoul (02-3393-9700)
Head of Public Rej Odongbuk 11-gil, Masanhappo-gu,Changwon-si, Gyeongsangnam-do (055-246-8626)
C Relati %
ation. Ji-hoon, Yang (02-3393-9726) Public Relations Specialist. Young-il, Park (02-3393-9730)
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Commission, Republic of Korsa

<3.15 Up

Truth Investigation into Human Rights
Violations in the Intercountry Adoption
Process Due to the Government’s Systemic
Failure in Oversight and Management

Confirmation of human rights violations including fraudulent orphan
registrations, identity tampering, and inadequate vetting of adoptive
parents

Recommendations for an official state apology, ratification of the Hague
Convention on Protection of Children and Co-cperation in Respect of
Intercountry Adoption, and additional comeciive measures

B The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of the Republic of Korea
(Chairperson: Park Sun-young, hereinafter referred to as the “Commission”)
concluded during its 102" Committee Meeting on the 25%, held at its
headquarters in Jung-gu, Seoul, that the government had violated the

fundamental human rights of adoptees by sending numerous children overseas

without proper legislative frameworks, oversight, or adherence to
administrative procedures. This failure resulted in the infringement of

adoptees’ rights, which are protected under the Constitution and

international conventions.

m This case pertains 0 a petition filed by 367 adoptees sent overseas between
1964 and 1999 to 11 different countries. These individuals claimed that, during
the adoption process, their identities were altered, and they were collectively

registered @S “orphans,” often through forged documentation that
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misrepresented their status as abandoned children. As a result, their “right to
know their identity”” was severely infringed upon.

In response, the Commission conducted an extensive investigation, gathering
a vast amount of data from the National Archives, the Diplomatic Archives,
and the Seoul Archives. Additionally, the Commission secured adoption
records of 367 petitioners from four major adoption agencies and conducted
interviews with relevant government officials, adoption agency and welfare
facility staffs, and the biological families of adoptees.

*Holt Children’s Services, Korea Social Service, Korea Welfare Services, Eastern Social Welfare Society

<Qverview of Intercountry Adoption in Korea>

Korea’s intercountry adoption practice originated in the aftermath of the Korean War,
primarily targeting mixed-race children who were perceived as incompatible with Korea’s
ethnically homogeneous society. The enactment of the Special Adoption Act for Orphans n
1961 facilitated expedited intercountry adoptions, which later expanded to include children of
unwed mothers, abandoned infants, and children classified as “in need of protection.” The
government entrusted all adoption-related tasks — including child intake, adoptive parents
screening, legal processing, departure arrangement, and finalization of legal adoption
procedures overseas — {0 private adoption agencies. Between 1955 and 1999, approximately
141,778 children were adopted internationally.

B Based on its two-year and seven-months investigation, the Commission
identified the following major issues in the process of Korea’s intercountry
adoption:

O For nearly 50 years following the Korean War, the government prioritized
intercountry adoption as a cost-effective alternative to strengthening domestic child
welfare policies. By delegating full authority over adoption procedure to private
agencies without proper oversight, the government failed in its duty to protect
children’s right.

O Under relevant legislation*, adoption agency directors were granted extensive
authority, including guardianship and the right to consent to adoption. This lack of
oversight made it difficult to regulate misconduct by adoption agencies, ultimately
resulting in large-scale intercountry adoption of children in need of protection.

*Special Adoption Act for Orphans (1961-1975) and Special Adoption Act (1977-Present)
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O The identities and family information of many children were lost, falsified, or
fabricated. After being sent abroad, adoptees were left without appropriate legal
protections, depriving them of the rights enshrined in the Korean Constitution and the
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The Commission confirmed the following specific human rights violations in the
intercountry adoption process (see the attached documents for details)

O Lack of Proper Consent for Adoption: Although the law required the submission
of a parental or guardian consent form before proceeding with adoption, numerous
cases were identified where proper legal consent procedures were not followed.

O Fabrication of Records, including False Reports of Abandoned Child:
Children without birth registration(Ho-juk) were falsely recorded as
foundlings at “Orphan Registration” through fabricated reports stating they
were abandoned outside the premises of adoption agencies. These false
records violated Articles 228 (Falsification of Public Documents) and 229
(Use of Forged Official Documents) of the Criminal Act.

O Tokenistic Public Notice for Guardians': In cases where abandoned children were
classified as orphans, a public notice procedure was mandated to verify the existence
of legal guardians. However, this process was often perfunctory, with notices being
posted at unrelated local offices long afer the child’s disappearance.

O Deliberate Identity Substitution: If a child in the adoption process passed
away or was reclaimed by their biological family, agencies would substitute
another child’s identity to expedite the adoption, severely violating adoptees’

rights to their true identities.

O Inadequate Screening of Adoptive Parents: Despite regulations requiring
verification of adoptive parents’ eligibility, an overwhelming majority (99%)
of intercountry adoption approvals (as of 1984) were granted on the same day
or the following day, rendering the screening process ineffective.

O Neglect of Guardianship Duties: Korean adoption agencies were
responsible for acting as guardians until legal adoption procedures were

1 public Notice of Ascertainment of Support Provider’ (Ministry of Health and Welfare of Republic of Korea)
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finalized in the recejvi
el ' : .
Ving country. However, in practice, agencies frequently

transferred . ) .
left K guardla_nshlp through informal declarations before the child even
orea, neglecting their legal duties.

Mass Ex . . '
compliedpm:t:.ll flon f)f Children to Meet Demand: Korean adoption agencies
With foreign agencies’ demands to send a set number of children

each mo ilitat] - 22
nth, facilitating large-scale intercountry adoptions with minimal
procedural oversight.

Forced Donations for Adoption Placement: The government failed to
regulate adoption fees, allowing agencies to set fees through internal
igreerr%ents. Furthermore, adoptive parents were compelled to pay additional
donations,” which were used to secure more children for adoption,
effectively turning internal adoption into a profit-driven industry-

The Commission has determined that the long-standing intercountry adoption
practices represent a failure of the government to uphold its responsibility to
protect the fundamental human rights of its citizens. Accordingly, the
Commission recommends the following measures: A An official government

apology AA comprehensive survey on adoptees’ citizenship status and
corresponding policy measures 2 Remedies for victims whose identities were
falsified 2 Prompt ratification of the Hague Convention on Protection of
Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption®™ A
Commitment from adoption agencies to restore adoptee’s rights

The Commission urges the government to implement these recommendations
to address past injustices and uphold the fundamental human rights of adoptees.

<Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption >

The Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of
Intercountry Adoption was adopted on May 29, 1993, at The Hague Conference on
Private [nternational Law and came into effect on May 1, 1995. It establishes procedures

protect the human rights of children involved in intercountry adoptions

and requirement to ! :
and prevent abductionand trafficking. South Korea signed the treaty but, along with Nepal
fied it.

and Russia, has not rati
e =
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[ UPCO@S Engagel_ment: The committee will meet with Norwegian
Investigation Committee op Intercountry Adoption (Chair: Ms. Camilla Bernt)

on M?r ch 27 at 9:30 AM at the Commission’s headquarters to share findings
and discuss future coOperation on adoption investigation.

Attached file: Detailed Findings on Human Rights Violations in the Intercountry Adoption Process
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Detailed Findings on Human Rights Violations
in the Intercountry Adoption Process

[ By sEsT ey

Truth and Recondiliation Commission, Republic of Korea
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Adopti
ption Procedure Conducted Without Proper Consent

C————— T |

el e jro_ s | The biologeal moter signod B,

o gt Name /iy Jurng 50 adophon consent form .

HEs 'l- AW ok Q3 il 2.3 /IT,'Y 7 _D aﬁergivingbiﬂhatamafmﬁty

AWNY sove 7 9 Clo s Swpg | pospital and enrusted the child o

Date /—s¢ —do___ Holt
d_ N - BRIt Hae & Holt took custody of the child after
< 47 o5y 2 2 £ 4 conducti only a single
L o] ¢ cle] o |_ g

‘ WSAA o s VA Sane S A Yisen A% interviewwiﬂlﬂlebnﬂlmoﬁler,

| ey A2ze] 98l FEoF %A AAA2AY =E el E ‘ without obtaining any

\ EAGE 4485 o) 59 B4E A%d A”Y Ydee 4% | documentation verifying her

s e 4eu | identity or biological relati '

| s Ve '/ 9 /-9 ! o ﬂ’le Chlld (Th]s V{Olatﬂi ﬂle

| " ' Enforcement Regulations of the

CoaeaA e 2y 240 Special Adoption Act, which

| A= how |y w9 ¢ mandate  confirmation of the
| , identity of the consenting party) |
| A4 . ey BA 4 5
1

FUsEUE
\ I N NI AL = - - |
— <Case of Applicant K>
w0 |
ABRREHE |
| sbpNE o 0.9 L ERRER. 3% 772 wMran Ll pv.m/. | A daycare direclof, who was
34oaaes = ®1 | merely an acquaintance of the

g ones S ———
| —__—___m,

child’s matemal grandmother,

T wn L mE . ‘ volunteered as the guardian and
| & e| twm R # " requested adoption through the
(v m@EA ymaA (O mEA ) ie - .
jﬁiﬁ/mm ——p Korean Social Service(KSS) the
| wgm—m " dayafterthe child’s birth
i Am Rk EE ff‘_,;——"'—(ri’li AR v This daycare director had no legal
basis for acting as the child’s

|

|

" v A= g . X | X
2,247 ) V) /,‘”“4/ ol"’/,?’ | guardian, as there was no

Zﬁj.}/ ( . 3 0 .
\ g o) P E %’71%,:6](” ~ biologicalrelationship.
i % /J/ }?‘/ = ) G A% T :4 % i = Neither documentation p{'o\.rm' g
R L S I e pAer T | the guardian’s identity nor the
| o . _ ) ) 5 ‘:\ \/‘_"’" ( |)l){ b‘nﬂ.] mOﬂZE 75 I .0[1 consent
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P Pre-Filled Foundling Reports with Same Information

< Standard . ;
— Formfoqu)omngFOtmdlmgs> :
A —e e ) ) i
-1 L S 35— When an adoption candidate had no |
T3AA4 A% . 20 . 22, A w3 | official family registration, the local
i g $ | govemment created an “Orphan
. Registration” based on the Foundling
Agay  TERNA w3+ 48§ suyne s || Repot |
A 9 8 vz 9@ =" However, apart from the discovery |
| date, details such as the location,
M2 1974 .02, 22 A XA ST BEF 58449 38| | accompanyingitems, and theidentity
/IANLAR 2 F 09 sopgn Axn —— of the reporter were pre-printed on
| = S *ESLES 3 fheform and submitied withidenticel
| AEAE RS A gol I ¥H 2AE 3¢ information each time,
| <Case of Applicant S—Request for Protective Custody and Foundling Report >
| o BRBERFEEE
? L BEREX I
sl a4 ]
“ &® B 0 i 5 ;
| R e i ‘
| iy v —?——r{——"* ST R e = R t for Protective Custody’
; - o ] At ;‘) > equeg |
| m_ﬂi——*— (Sep. 25, 1978) stated that the
| e adoptee was found by the Busan
\ Jungbu Police Station and transferred
‘| to Namgwang Temporary Child
% Protection Center.
\i, | = However, the Foundling Report

i (Nov. 27, 1978) falsely stated that the |

: I child was discovered by the adoption |
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/ ified Adoption Records (English)
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A The initial adoption request record for Applicant J accurately documented the birth mother’s personal 1
details and birthplace (Sgoul). 77777
' | ADOPTION CENTER
| ECKERSBERGSGADE 17' 4 8000 ARMUS C ¢ e
“ . Information for ADOPTION in Denmark of a fereign child. e
. v . (Information concerning the child and his/her mother) ‘?Et ‘W
The below particulars should, if possible, be supplied by the foreign T

4
the child for possible adoption in Denmark. /

.Pr SEAN
A. Data relating to the child.

‘ 1. Full name Claiig | (Femole) Case No. K=
|

The baby was referred and relevsed on December 1, 1975 for

overseus adoptive plucement Ly hr. Tae Luk FuaRa, Juperintendent

of som Awang Children's liome locuted in Fusan City. Lirector

of Aores Jocisl Service, Inc. is to be appointed as the legal I
guardian of this bauby asround January 14, 1976.

10. Any other information?..

1 ) r The referral
records of the above-suid lome indicated that the balyy was

pluced to the iloue on hovemver 1, 1975 as sa abandonzd baby
terough Pusaen Uity Uffice and her name and birthdate were

|
Lnown by a poper-slip, found in her clothings at that time of

placement to the .ome. Information about the bab:! l
is not avuilable frum the reacord. il oy \
Ju 00.0-103

—— |
A However, the English version of adoption record provided to the adoptive

parents falsely stated that the |
child was entrusted to Namgwang Children’s Welfare Center in Busan, and that the b ’;
unknown. irth parents were |
— S
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roken Public Notice of Ascertainment of Support Provider

r <Public Notice of Ascertainment of Support Provider>

Prior to adoption, efforts were made to locate the child’s biological family through a public
notn:e(:i proc.:edur_e. Under the Special Adoption Act for Orphans (1961-1976), local courts
poste no_tlf:es In newspapers and on courthouse bulletin boards twice at 20-day intervals
after receiving an adoption application. Under the Special Adoption Act and Facility Minor
Guar.dlanshlp Act Enforcement Decree (1977~), the head of the child protection facility was
required to request a public notice through the local government.

P Public Notices Issued in Locations Unrelated to the Child’s Discovery
<Case: Public notice locations for 21 children adopted from Brother’s Home>

Initinl Faeility

Transferred Facility

Public Notice Location Number of
(District Office)

Brother’s Home (Sasaag-Gu, Busan)

Busan, Namgwang
Children’s Welfare Center

Dongnae-gu, Busan

Brother’s Home (Sasang-Gr, Busan)

Brother’s Home (Sasang-Gr:, Busan)

O —
Brother’s Home (Sasang-Gu, Busan)

Brother’s Home (Sasang-Gu, Busan)

Busan Deokseong Haeundae-gu, Busan | 2
Orphanage |
KSS Gangnam-gu, L 15
Gangdong-gu, Seoul
Holt Mapo-gu, Seoul i 1
" Eastern (—}ESWS) Seodaemun-gu, Seoul | 2

b Notices That Omitted Crucial Details of the Child’s Discovery
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information about the discovery.

?
—— — 1
| Request for Protection of a Found Child: Provided detailed

I T pahsay
L S I

APublic Notice of Ascertainment of Support Provider:
Omitted key details such as discovery location and time l
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(Rctferring to the mandatory 6-month waiting pe
Incidents that might h

uncomfortable environments,

. would be entirely borne by the foreign
adoptive parents, Thi

s is something that cannot be justified.”

PMedial e e ,
Ii [Media] pong—A Iibo, “Kidnapped Daughter Tracked for 1 Year and 3 Months, Adopted i
| by American Family Due to Adult VIVnV(Vljff_eregc_e,_”il\ga)j 16, 1979. !

In February 1978, a 9-yea
went missing.
After hearing from 5°s friend #

[

r-old girl, A, from Pohang, followed a junkyard worker, S, and

1at he was imprisoned in Daegu Prison, detectives visited
him, where he revealed that he had abandoned the child in Busan’s Nampo-dong. Following
this, the child went through a police station and child protection center before being adopted
by an American family after a year via an adoption agency.

When the child’s biological father, J, filed a complaint, an adoption agency staff member
reportedly responded, “I have 5o obligatioy to search &

PATCH joT pavenis using my own money, so
JSeel free to report me if you want.”

(E/[edia] Dong-A Ilbo, “Grandmother Searching for Lost Grandson Finds Him Alre;dy ‘
Adopted by an American Family”, Sep 24, 1986.

K (61), a grandmother, lost her grandson S (6) while temporarily visiting Korea from the
U.S. and searched for him for three years. It wag later confirmed that S was adopted by an
American family after being lost.

After seeing news coverage of the case, ; j
coincidentally, a foster mother from the Ko )Stcoorri'tazatlfs:fidl(otlcl) ::;fsn d \
her that S had been adopted. i, |
KSS sent staff to the U.S. to persuade the adopti |
the grandmother’s side, “Due #0 adoption
parents’ address or arrange a di

a writer wrote a short
rea Social Service (KSS

ot reveal the adoptive
rect meeting with S. We can offer j =
ora 3 1 j
i but you must relinguish your claim fo him.” et S,
-_— 0 0 - A T —7ﬁ—\—‘\‘—\“
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Intentional Replacement of Children’s Identities

ZIdentity Replacement>

11,1: ; ;h}igll;zﬁrlgOIndg ad_option prpcedures died before departure or was reclaimed by their
usingglhe ori in);’l adﬁl;;l,on- agencies sometimes assigned a different child to the same case,
sl felin di%) 5l lt' : lfden‘uty to expedite the process. This practice helped agencies
children Howegver if\:faré afleslland]bypais S SIS e fof i [t
; g ’ ilegal act t it di s

identities of adoptees. & at made it difficult to trace the true origins and

|

P Case of Applicant K

T

[ e - S— R =
! Substituied Child: E (Jan 25, 1976) .‘ Applicant: K (Jan 25, 1976) |
1976.12.20. A falsified record was sent to Denmark stating couple and raised by his uncle before being

that the child had been referred by Namgwang entrusted to an adoption agency.
Children’s Welfare Center in Busan. 971315 K's identity st with that Of E,
o . .3,15.  K’s identity was switched w ,
1976.12.30. Orphan Registration ./ e s
1977.2.16. Obtained permission for overseas emigration. | final stages. Just one day after bemg
entrusted for adoption, K was sent to

1977. (Date Unknown) Presumed death of E

Denmark under falsified identity.

w e E|® B x X8 &
B
| ; I
Ry AR 1979 . . | ’ﬁ
n >0 aew [ @ 2 @A

The Adopted Child Report for K records that he departed for Denmark on March 15 under
the name of another child, E (listed in English). The adoption agency, Korea Social
| Service(KSS), did not inform the adoptive parents of this identity swap. It was only in 2009,
| when the adoptive parents and the applicant visited Korea, that this fact was finally disclosed

| to them.
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I
Applicant: J (Mar 15, 1975) |
1 ST ik sk S
e
KSS s 2 OF the Seq Child:en’s’e.]iltlei | 1973.10.20. The biological fither of J requested
7B.68. Aus servi hlmhad@ﬁomwelnnadc | adoption through KSS.
W, " nan]edM]- A Visitad ¢ ‘ .
- mvmely.andemmedﬂmmadomngp| 1973, 10, 28, IInstcad(:lfl‘epxm;gImﬂﬁ' i
- 6.26, p Was privately | h'nidel;ﬁtytothatofP,Whohadahmiy
adopt ovted by My, A g g | ]
KSs been prepared for adoption.
Denmark only a week after the request

EL RS i e

24 #AR 1993 . s0.2/ .
| 2 % g;ﬁ_;?z !'. MY wenn 19774 2R/68  @mEm 2 7 an

- The adoption record of applicant J states that it wag a case of substi
P, being used in place of the applicant.

tution, with another child,
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f Ineligib i
p Case of Ineligible Adoptive Pareps jy, Norway (Applicant K)
an

Notification m’tﬁgﬁmm\

— MWWI”'] I ——
B S o
| T Engish

— T Egs

RF ark 656/84-35 IK/IH 16. mars 1984 |

)

SPKNAD OM ADOPS
JON ; . 2
4360 VARKAUG 0G Sl SOREA - | The applicants have previously app];edfﬁ
* | val as ve pa[aI]S of foreign
Ovennevnte ektepar har ved sgk | appIO adopu i iected In @
foreskrevne attester og erklerinses. S0 0 'O vedlagt children. The application was <]
Sﬁtggggzt’ernsnemd har i mete 07.03.84 vedtatt & godk i ’ .Onbythe i 060111 :
. som f AT g0 enn 2 travel
deras roSterdat“?:EeH;reldre mesegagzg pa agopsjon aﬂ ® | 4. 18. However, [heappllcaﬂls ledtﬂ
norske navnet t with
- i | Korea and on 1978. 3. 23. retumed
Sokerene ha ' ) : z been I
foreldre ti{ 323535:@”%,«3“‘ ng{:.}egning som adoptiv- - Kim ok ek ywho has since staymg
av justisdepartementet 18,04.77.  Sakero 2le avelath i vedtak ith th
£11 Rorea of kom aer 53,03 78 Lilbake negogralste laidiertid | WHem.
siden har bodd hos dem. " % 2em
Kim Jung Ah er dgpt i Norge og heter nd In T ‘H ‘ baptized orwa and
Hun har ingen tilknytning til Korea le D o 8. : : 5 .
best mulig mener fylkesmannen at henne:g?‘gsteEg;rélgigr:éh;;ne KlmJungAhwas m y
I8 Adng orn LRvuenoly n S (ISUIURAAE, UARY S0, TRiat | is now called In***-To** Ha****. She has
) ' i ymore. Inorderto
,Familien Ueland har sparsomme opplysninger om deres foster- | nooonnectiontoKoream e
.datter fra Korea, men det gir fram av et dokument derfra at secure her as best aSpOSSl-ble, the county
1 In -To kom fra et barnehjem og selv var innstilt pd .
adops jon. - govemor believes that her foster parents
Fylkesmannen vil be om justisdepartementets vurdering av om must now be allowed to adopt her, even
'yilkarene for adopsjon er tilstede siden denne saken er noe . S
spesiell, og blant annet samtykke fra barnets verge i Korea (hough she was ﬂdecaﬂy br('{l‘lhl mto the
ikke foreligger. - _ s £
country £ years ago.

Vedlagt oversendes sakens dokumenter.

| (== el

‘ = A Norwegian couple i their mid-50s was denied approval from Norwegian authorities due to their age
| == However. l\dr.amiI\/Irs.A\dsitedanoxphanagemSoumKommmlawﬁluy took K. who was —
\ ’ here th raised the child. Six laierthe‘ysub tted _ : mick

‘ school student, to Norway, Wi ey rai years later, el - ammapp’ zitle
‘ to the Norwegian auﬂnm1ges . | retroactive adopti

‘ g-Nomegianamhon'ﬁosaclmowledgedﬂlelllegalnybmappm\,edﬂ]e adoption due o the child’s proy . f

| sixyealS)and]ackofKoreant:ies — "

e
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Mass E i
Xportation of Children to Meet Demand

R doptio ? R
S ption Agencies Prioritizing the Demand of Adoptive Parents

Correspondence between k Danis
o een KSS and the Danish Adoption Center (1971 ~1972)
option Center — Korea Social Service (1971.9.17))

Korea Social Service — Adoption Center (1971.9.23.)

In regard to your proposal for ir referral of average 1 children
iz}' month in 1972, Wwe would like to let you lknow that we wgll Ze able to
efer such required number of <hildren to your agency in 1972,and that
these children will be coming from the Nam Kwang Receiving Home,
in Puean City,begining frod coming October: With the Ham Kwang Foundation
we have recently established the new cooperating sister working relation—

8 f re re than 20 children will be referred to us by
this Nam Kwang Foundation im future monthly and regularly,of which let us
write you mors in detail or let me tell you when I will be {n. Arhus,pro-
bably'in the early part of November. :

Tove Prager gav Mr. Paik en redegerelse for sit
blikket, se vedlagte statistik. Mr. Palk
vida, om det var sandsynligt, at AC i
lacere mere end 15 born om mineden o
n ville kunne placere. AC foreslog To
pr. mAned, d.v.8. en atigning pi
satte AC sig fast pd 20 bern pr.

Mr. Paik blev klar over, at det ville vare nodvendi
wpaservelager” pd ca. 30 born. Han lo >, at han vi
sit bedste for at forsEs det antal bern, der stille
slag hver mined, med ca. 20%.

Adoption Center (Chair.F. Lund Nielsen) & Korea Social Service (Chair: Paik) Meeting (1972.10.8))

Future Pl

8, Future F_20°

FLN: 1 do not have much to add to the proposed plan for 1S

Yould you be able to place 9 Jarger number of childr

With our present development we should easily be able to place
20 children a month.

p: KSS con guarantee no less placements this year than last and we
eould refer 25 or more children a month if AC can raise the

age
Timit, even if only up to 3 years of age.
FLN: If we 1imit the age to under 2 years, how many could you refer
then?

py AC is the only agency with which KSS co=operates, wanting only
childron under 2 years of age, and you must therefore make
offorts to extend the 08¢ limit.
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Mass Transportation of Childrep, Like C
€ Largo

Ir 198| A E]REPCI'thﬂ'lE Da]iS]CI nd JI‘CIICEDt

er featured an image captioned
Korea” ‘

pa vej hjem

fra Korea

Resa

"= Large numbers of children endured long flights strapped to airplane seats without proper care _
- "= A 1974 case documented a lactose-intolerant child dying upon arrival in Denmark after being fed milk during transit.
(‘Adoptionsfor-midlingen fra Sydkorea til Danmark I 1970’ erne og 1980 ‘eme’, Ankestyrelsen, 2023)

<Comparison of Intercountry Adoption Procedures for Children Sent to the Netherlands in 1980>

Courtry Adoption Processing Time Parental Visit Requirernent Cther Detals Cases{person)
Several months to 1 year (frequent Shing adoptions |
India cases dwihdrawal of parenta Notreguired notdosed | 10
rermqustm\tdecﬂd‘s) I —
months (fom submission of e
H .(appmﬁonbmﬂd Mendatory Parental vist )
; adopiion fional fime recired 3week stay required )
Eforgtheaduajtransferofthechﬂd) S
18 months for chid assignment, :
o it io1.5yearsorte Atleast one parent required - 120
e childs arival in the Netherlands
I R ST
Generally long (some under Not requi
\ requied = 6
[P ! \\\
6 weeksto25months fiom parent Not recired Sing adoption
South Korea consentto chid transfer alowed 180
\-———/—’__7 s 1
X S Dt akphn gy ikt -

O BM0 s
amyjung e - &z%
E 2 funy
> | Raung
XXX 1 QEVa;h-yjzu_ng;‘ o
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Forced i
Donationg for Adoption Processing

* Article 8 of the Ff
‘ orcement :
“Adoption Agencigs s« Decte€ of the Special Adoption Act

) may receive reqmbyg : ; e
demﬁned@;zheM ; ement from the prospective adoptive parents, within the range
process” mm”qﬁh@wmﬂ&mﬁAﬁMﬁﬁmﬂhvyﬂqﬂmcmﬁham%dm#wmﬁﬂm"

"= Due to the lack of 3

moﬂﬁ@fxmwﬁmﬁlqylﬁmmawmgﬁw(xmmgonadqﬁonﬁxs“ms
ed through negotiations between adopti ies, wi om
Mini al from the
o St s ption agencies, with subsequent approv:

* As of 1982, the fee per child was $1,450 USD (approx. 1.06 million KRW at the time)

= Amid the govemment’s lack of oversight, adoption agencies not only collected the officially
reported adoption fees but also imposed mandatory “donations” on adoptive parents and foreign
adoption agencies. These donations significantly exceeded the actual adoption costs, generating
substantial profits.

Case of Forced Donation

Korean Social Welfares, “Correspondence with adoption agency regarding adoption fee” 1982 10 20
n fee is US$ 1,450 as of 1982 and there aro
UsS$200 of contribution for domestic nioarars
two items are on the budget which SWS submittss
mment at the beginning of 1982,
hand, the amount of money is almost identical
£ other adoption agencies in Korea. s
pution of $200 is not permitted by the
we receive $1,650 as adoption fee.

.Adoptio
additional
The above
| to our Gover
' on the other
with those OF
1If the contrl

country's 1a¥,
" KoreaSocial Service— Adoption Center (Denmerk) 1988.7.27.
KSS Fee on July 18, 1988:
Item 1. 2:5;i:£ of the KSS fees for the month of July 1988 _ just

|
\
|
|
| We need n Ussl,500. for each child. We a
re of re not su
|* the sane as ??;go' ‘e @ fee for each case. We can accept 5400?pg:ed
’
\

to receive h without child's namé. I am returning th
. "°“2§1§¥o§Z§s§§§ fees on July 18, 1988 for new one. ¥ Sk ldat ot
the K

2025/03/25 20:48 51 I
X.X.x.192 amyjung =AU Gt TE my
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,po Lations: payments for Child Export ang

. In .
adoptable children Vestment in securing a stable supply of

e mandatory donations were

: s not merel

into facilities : : y used to cover : ’ :
i g st e s s o

birthing centers, and hospitals
adoption. Spitals), thereby petpetuating the cycle of child supply for intercountry

As internatior itici “

oy Korea?lal gi'tmm over “‘orphan exports’” intensified around the 1998 Seoul Olympics, the
s i emment attempted to significantly reduce the scale of intercountry adoptions. In

response, the Adoption Center(AC) indicated to the Korean Soci:

. _ ol Welfare Society that the
substantial amount of dopahons they had provided could be discontinued. This strongly suggests
that these so-called donations were not humanitarian i nature but rather constituted a comm '

transaction of children.

| Recorded phone conversation between AC RepmentativeFINandtherm of theKSS, K
; 1989.5.9.~7.27.

FLN siger, at han sa muligvis vil rejse tilbage lidt tidligert
men han vil gerné tale med Mr. K%m for han taler med Mrs. pail
FLN sperger om unge Mr. paik ogsa er 1 Korea? Mr. Kim gvarer
vistnok pekraftende. Det er godt, siger FLN, for som Kim ved,
finder han jet nedvendigt at tale med bade Mr. Kim ©g
paik angéende KSS' frgmtldlge policy. Vi ved 1gke ret
deres hensigter: vil de fortsatte som adoptionsfor :
O?ganisation eller vil de koncentrere sig om Greenhili? |
| o

er at det vil vare nedvendigt, at han kan mede bade
FLN Slg'k'og unge Mr-. paik (Mr. Shook?), nar han kommer til
Mrs. Paik ©%. operger. hvad han vil foresld dem? FLN siger,
Koread- i'behov for at vide, hvad KSS'! hensigter og fremtidspla:
antallet af bern falder drastisk. Mr. Kim bliver
hidset ©9 réber,.hvorfor FLN.absolut skal tale med
paik 09 unge Mr- paik om‘det? Pa grugd af lanet, siger
Mrs. S _xal vides nvad der vil ske med lanet, vi har givet
1fremtidige donationar. OK, OK, siger Xim fornarmet
an mener: vi skal tale med Mrs. Paik herom‘

«ponations” I the Adoption Process:

N bas @RS P that if child welfare insitutions rely financially on

et o |
uedtomanﬂalnasteady supply of adoptable chil o adoption agencies
may b€ O o elihood of llegal adoptions. dren for their own survival, Ths.

2025/03/25 20:48:51
X X.%x.192 amyjung . W]
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Commodificat
“Discounted F

ion of Adopted Child
_ ren
ees for Disabled Children”

side 4 onsdag den 26. november 1675

1975 11. 26 Deni mowpmper RS TR e ———

7<< Dlsabled child  for 3,600 Healthy child for 10,000 > |

VALIDE BARN
S/LGES FOR
SUNDE
10.000

gustenborg, sigers — Det kan
mhsie lyds di underligl, at
det er billigere at f& et bhan-

| Nukandanskere igen’kobe’

dicappet bam, men Arsagen
er, at en familie, som ta'r et
dant barn 11l sig, nesten altid
™A regne med store udgifter,
selv om haspltals-indleggel-
ser of den slags cr gratls |
Danmar]

Omkring 50 danske familier
er skrevet op il et adoptiy-
barn fra Sydkorea hos Terre
des Hommes: — Alle sydko-
reanske bern under § 4r, som
vi skotfer danske hjem, er
handiceppede. Derimod er
der bAde raske og handicap-
pede born over 5 Ar fra
Sydkorea, siger Tyita Botl-
feldt.

Qrgenlsationen startede |
august med adoption af berm
fra Bangla Desh: — Forels
big bar 19 bern [fra det
krigshzrgede Bangla Desh
thet danske formldre. Vi har
endnu 60 born parate derude
og regner med, at omkring
120 bern fra Bongla Desh |
det kommende Ar fAr danske
adoptiv-foreldre. Alle
Bangla Desh-bernene er xa-
ske. De handicappede b
har like haft overlevelses-

muligheder cg derfor er der
o4 f4 at dem. Fly-billetten Hl
Dsnmork fra Bangla Deak
koster omkring 3500

fordl formidrene sk
reed L ot betle orgu
onens udgifter, bla.
baby-hjem § Baogla
hvor de smi sdopts
gennemsds en helbreds
inden afrejsen.

KUN 20 BORN OM
MANED!

Efter et &rs stop for adap-

tloner har de sydkoresnske
myndigheder nu igen givet
de tre danske adoptions-or-
genisationer, Terre  des
Hommes, Glemte Bem Of
Adoption Center | Arhus til-
ladelse til at adoptere bern
fra Sydkorea. Der wil dog
fkke fremover bifve ube-
granset trafik af bemn, for de
eydicoraanske myndigheder
bar bestemt, at Danmark kun
Man bevilges 20 bern om
méaneden, ifslge pressestia-
cheen ved den sydkoreanske
ambasade, Hansuk Yang. I
evrigt har Sydkores krmvet,
at adoptiviormidrene hajest
4 have fire bern | forvejen

kan borladoplerss.  Nir
Sydkorea § december sidsie

mese tremtid.
De tre

stioner er tl-

syneladende ikke pd

for man har Deie o3
dreftet en fordeling af adop-
tivbornene, som iaige dem

&r lukkede af for

ra Sydkorea— der leveres
‘ gg:z Tl‘mrn fraM ellemamerika,

Indien 0g Bangla Desh :

|
| «Once again, Danes can
| Ame ]
i isable dchi ‘
thijllder;)celilszpted from Bangladesh, Central American
| cl

Approximately 50
| Botfeldt, a represe
| do Danish fami
| children. - —

and India.”

Danish families have registered with TDH to adopt children
atative of TDH, stated tbat all South Korean children under the
lies have disabilities, while those over the age of five include

om

UONSKET

Esrn formidier ogsd
=

P
er 20 bern mineden til
glle tre organisationer.

BORTADOPTION

‘purchase’ children from South Korea. They can also obstain children from Central

rica, India, and Bangladesh. The price of a healthy child from South Korea is approximately 10,000DKK.

1d can be acquired for the price of a planeticket- 3,600DKK The cost is the same fo
SHIS S r

from S‘oulh Korea. Tytte
age of five being provided
both healthy and disabled

w1 u




p Cases of Children Returned by Adoptive Parents

1 Item V:

T Adoption Center — KSS (1983, 11. 22) //]

The above-mentioned child
T S arrived to Denmark on il Il HEE, 2nd

In the end of Septa@lﬂeﬁl was hospitalised for a
specialist's examination as she was not developing normally. It
yasnédundtthat she is deeply mentally retarded, and it has been
decided by the prospective adoppive parents to let her stay in
an institution which is able to care for her adequately, as they
feel unable to do so.

Enclosed we send you the
the complete dilagnosis o
have done.

discharge letter from the hospital with
£ the child, and a translation of it we

The family F- dedided that they would like to receive
| another chi some time early next year. Do you gtill have their

homestudy, OF shall we send you a new homestudy with photos of the
family?

» Pre-citizenship Guardianship Abandonment by Adoptive Agencies

" 7 - :7-;‘3;31 7‘;_’;,%7"'1— |

' gagezd o o Ay @ Special Adoption Act (1977.1.31,) Article 12

| jo #ade

‘ gl N o EVE | ¢ ; - . .

‘. @ B q Ak v AE T;’:M . | “The head of an adoption agency, upon receiving a child for
A a3 Al qua 744 4 | adoption from the head of a care facility, shall perform the

| e i R AEEAR 2 ¥ dufiesof : =

| aane ame 2E U T add a9 - dutieso a guardian from the date of receipt until the adoption

| q sua avews T | in finalized.”

ppuzd 2 2A2%%

L g A%
| o_]-a-ﬁ A EE A AdY
ﬂ Mm%&ﬂ

|

& olFUE | >  “Accordin T.Otheabo . .
{ ztol opEol A 29 . ’ Vepromon’the i
:‘ " g @4f g A0 WA A% BE Foll & |

| oa a2RE T sewa AuE ATes N must fulfill its duties as a guardian until the adoption
| i ﬁﬂ:ilm s AE o4 =AY ] pm is completed, even in cases of intemational
| a= ¥ , | adﬂpjﬂon The obligation is now waived merely by |
\ eqan AT 2 2 \ drafting a “‘Guardian Transfer Agreement’ at will.

|
| (Seoul Central District Court, May :
L &= 16,2023,
l z 4 3 3% % | 2019GaHap5502520) CaseNo.

2

29 20:45:51
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