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Olha Stefanishyna (via video link)  

 is the Ukrainian Deputy Prime Minister for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration 

since 2020. She is member of the National Security and Defence Council of 

Ukraine, the National Council of Reforms and the Chair of the Commission for 

Coordination of Euro-Atlantic Integration of Ukraine. She was ranked 14th among 

the “100 most influential women of Ukraine” by Focus Magazine in 2021. She 

studied International Law and English Translation at the University of Kyiv (2008) 

and holds a degree in Finance and Credit from Odesa National Economics 

University (2006) 

 

 

Olena Halushka  
is a former member of the Kyiv City Council, a co-founder of the 

International Center for Ukrainian Victory (ICUV) and Head of International 

Relations at Kyiv Anti-Corruption Action Centre. 

Prior to that she worked as chief of international advocacy at the post-

Maydan coalition of 80 CSOs “Reanimation Package of Reforms” (2015-

2017). 

Halushka is a regular contributor to Ukrainska Pravda, the Atlantic Council, 

the EUobserver, the Washington Post and Foreign Policy. 

 

Marta Stachowiak 
 is a Polish diplomat and civil servant, currently working as Director for EU External 

Policy at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland, in which capacity 

she oversees, among other areas, the Polish approach to the EU enlargement policy 

as well as the EU support to Ukraine. She had been previously the Deputy Director of 

the Foreign Minister’s Cabinet (during the tenure of Minister Radosław Sikorski), 



Deputy Head of Mission of the Polish embassies in Paris and Copenhagen and well as Head of Western Europe 

Division at the European Policy Departament at the Polish MFA. 

 

Krzysztof Nieczypor 
 is a Senior Research Fellow at the Department for Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova at the 

Centre for Eastern Studies in Warsaw, specialising in Ukrainian foreign policy and 

Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic integration. The Centre for Eastern Studies (OSW) was 

established in 1990 in Warsaw as a public institution. It was creasted to meet 

democratic Poland’s demand for analytical research on the processes that had occurred 

in the Soviet Union, and later in the states that emerged following its collapse. At 

present, the OSW’s portfolio includes Russia, Eastern and Central Europe, the Caucasus 

and Central Asia, the Balkans, Germany, the Baltic and Nordic states, China, Turkey and 

Israel. 

 

Mantas Jakimavičius 
Lithuanian diplomat with nearly 20 years of professional experience within Lithuania’s 

diplomatic service. In his current capacity as the Deputy Director of the Eastern 

Neighbourhood Policy Department and Special Envoy for the Eastern Partnership, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania, Mantas Jakimavičius is responsible for 

coordinating Lithuania’s bilateral relationship and Lithuania’s position on EU relations 

with the Eastern Partnership states, Central Asian countries and Russia. During his 

diplomatic career, Mantas was serving in the Cabinet of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

Lithuania (2004-2008), Permanent Representation of Lithuania to the European Union 

(2008-2013, including Lithuania’s Presidency to the Council of the EU in 2013), then leading Russia Division 

(2014-2018) and Eastern Partnership Policy Division (2018-2019) at the Eastern Neighbourhood Policy 

Department, MFA, and – most recently – posted to the Permanent Mission of Lithuania to the International 

Organizations in Vienna (OSCE) (2019-2023). 

Justinas Mickus  

 works as a Senior Policy Analyst at the Lithuanian Government's Centre for 

Strategic Analysis and is an Associate Research Fellow at the European 

Council on Foreign Relations, and an Associate Fellow at the Eastern Europe 

Studies Centre. Justinas’ research focuses on European integration, the EU’s 

external economic policy, and strategic foresight. In 2021-2023, Justinas has 

been involved in drafting of Lithuania’s forthcoming long-term 

development strategy "Lithuania 2050”. Justinas also completed a Blue 

Book traineeship at the Cabinet of EVP Dombrovskis at the European 

Commission, where he worked on the EU‘s economic security strategy. 



 

Marlene Rosemarie Madsen 
Marlene Rosemarie Madsen is the Deputy Director and Head of the Economic 

and Sectoral Policies Unit in the Ukraine Service, in DG Neighbourhood and 

Enlargement Negotiations. 

Prior to that Marlene was the Deputy Head of the Cabinet of Commissioner 

Ferreira, responsible for Cohesion and Reform, since December 2019. Besides 

the horizontal tasks of a Deputy Head of Cabinet, she was also responsible for 

the Directorate-General for Structural Reform Support (DG REFORM), public 

administrations, Cyprus Settlement Support, Brexit Adjustment Reserve and 

the PEACE plus programme and international files. 

 

Ditte Maria Brasso Sørensen 
has a PhD. in political science from the University of Copenhagen and has 

worked professionally with the EU for many years - both as a consultant for 

public actors, universities and private companies. Since March 2022, Ditte 

Sørensen has been employed as the chief analyst of Thinktank EUROPE. Ditte 

has worked extensively on EU industrial and climate policy, including food 

and agricultural policies. Ditte holds a PhD in Political Science from the 

University of Copenhagen (2017), an MSc in Political Science (University of 

Copenhagen) and has studied at Columbia University and the New School for 

Social Research. 


